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The  month  of  June  has  been  an 
exciting  and  busy  one  for  all  of  us 
here  at  En  Femme.  Robyn,  Donna,  Jenny 
and  Eric  ail  spent  the  weekend  of  6/4 
at  Schmitt’s  Mountain  Resort  in  the 
Poconos  as  attendees  of  JoAnn  Roberts’ 
Paradise  in  the  Poconos.  Two  days 
later,  Doma  jetted  off  for  four  days  in 
sunny  Las  Vegas  where  she  attended  the 
La  Cage  and  Boylesque  revues.  Also  on 
tap  this  month  are  special  drag  shows 
on  the  17th  and  19th,  the  regular 
monthly  Renaissance  meeting  on  the 
18th,  and  the  beginning  of  amateur  drag 
nights  at  The  Cartwheel  in  New  Hope, 
Pa.,  on  Mondays.  Vhewl 

£ 

En  Femme  is  continuing  to  grow  at 
a rapid  pace.  Ve  now  have  subscribers 
from  nearly  every  state  in  the  Union 
and  are  beginning  to  attract  internat- 
ional attention.  Our  first-hand  cover- 
age of  the  TV/TS/Drag  scene  is  some- 
what limited  to  the  NJ/NY/PA  area  and 
we  would  like  to  expand  our  range. 
What  we  are  looking  for  are  columnists! 
If  you’ve  ever  desired  to  write  for  a 
TV  publication  and  are  located  in  an 
area  not  currently  covered  (particular- 
ly on  the  Vest  Coast),  contact  us! 
Send  us  a sample  of  your  writing.  Let 
us  know  what  is  going  on  in  other  parts 
of  the  country.  Our  readers  would  love 
to  know  where  they  can  go  en  femme. 
If  you  run  across  an  article  or  story 
or  anything  you  think  may  be  of 
interest  to  your  readers,  please  send  it 
to  us!  Enlighten  your  sisters!  And 
keep  those  cards  and  letters  cornin’! 


'Jj\ 
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RHONDA'S  RUSSIAN  BEAR 

Dears, 

I've  gotten  ny  first  issue 
of  En  Feme  and  I saw  the 
serialized  novel  "Transvestite 
Private  Eye,"  about  the  adventures 
of  a TV  in  New  York  City,  While 
the  novel  may  be  fiction,  perhaps 
En  Feme  would  like  to  print  a true 
N.Y,  adventure  of  lyself,  I'm 
Rhonda,  5'6",  130  lbs,  of  blue-eyed 
blond  bombshell, 

Rhonda's  TV  male  half  was  in 
the  Big  Apple  on  business,  Sitting 
in  my  hotel  room,  I got  hungry  and 
decided  to  go  out  for  supper, 
Deciding  on  some  sort  of  foreign 
food,  I flicked  through  the 
telephone  book  until  I saw 
something  interesting;  Russian 
restaurants,  That  would  be 
different,  In  male  garb,  I took  a 
taxi  to  the  restaurant,  Upon 
entering  the  dim  foyer,  the 
aaitre'd  told  me  to  remove  my  hat 
in  a peremptory  manner  if  I wanted 
to  be  seated,  I complied,  hungry  as 
I was,  but  angry  at  his  demeanor,  I 
wanted  revenge1 

Next  evening,  I returned  to 
the  restaurant,  This  time,  I was 
greeted  with  great  deference  and 
shown  to  a booth  where  I could  view 
the  live  entertainment  of  an 
accordionist  and  a singer  in  native 
Russian  peasant  clothes,  The 
waitress  was  very  warm  and  friendly 
as  she  served  a delicious  hot 
borscht  or  beet  soup,  with  sour 
cream  and  thick  Russian  black 


I simply  couldn't  understand 
this  change  in  restaurant  employee 
attitude,  It  must  have  been  the 
brown  silk  dress,  blonde  hair, 
black  pumps,  creamy  red  lipstick 
and  perfume  that  I was  wearing  this 
time,  And  Rhonda  wasn't  wearing  a 
hat,  Do  you  think  that's  why  they 
were  so  nice? 

By, 

Rhonda  Smith 

P,S, 

The  second  part  of  this 
story  is  even  more  interesting: 
after  dinner  I went  up  to  the  bar 
in  the  foyer  for  a vodka  col  1 ins , 
All  the  patrons  seemed  to  be 
Russian,  A fellow  walked  in  from 
the  street  and  sat  a few  stools 
away,  whereupon  he  bought  a bottle 
of  the  best  champagne  for  the 
entertainers  and  employees,  He  then 
announced  in  a loud  Russian 
accented  English  that  he  was  from 
the  K6B,  the  dreaded  Soviet 
security  service,  What  could  a 
patriotic  U,S,  girl  do  in  a case 
like  this7  I powdered  my  nose,  of 
course, 

MISSIN6  ANSWER 

Dear  E,F,  Staff; 

It's  me  again,  Just  wanted 
to  comment  on  the  16  issue  of  the 
magazine  , , , FANTASTIC! 

Finally,  the  interview  with 
the  'seemingly'  elusive  Mary 
Margaret , I thought  it  was  great! 

Host  of  you  there  know,  I'm 

not.  nnp  ii/cf  hlniy 


reason,  but  - I #ust  point  out  that 
there  was  a MAJOR  Mistake  with  the 
interview,  You  asked  a question 
(botto*,  page  13)  and  never 
answered  it  on  the  next  page!  Did 
you  leave  out  a whole  page? 
FLEEEZE  Say  You  Didn't! 

Anyhow,  as  everyone  knows, 
Mary  Margaret  is  ty  11  favorite!  I 
hope  we  can  see  and  hear  more  from 
her  in  future  issues,  (Hint-hint- 
hint!) 

Keep  up  the  fantastic  job, 
Take  care  and  have  a great  summer, 
I remain; 

Sincerely  yours, 
Jeff 

A thousand  pardons  about  the 
Mistake , The  answer  was  accidently 
Quitted  during  the  paste-up  stage 
and  was  missed  in  the  final  proof- 
reading stage , The  question  was 
" Has  the  problem  been  that  you  were 
attracted  to  straight  men  while 
always  around  gay  men?"  Mary's 
answer;  * Exactly , I couldn't  handle 
gay  sex , I enjoyed  the  cuddling , 
but  it  wasn't  what  / wanted , 
Straight  and  bi  men  appeal  to  me,  " 


PREFERS  STORIES  OVER  ARTICLES 
Gentlepersons; 

Now  that  I have  read,  and 
reread,  the  first  six  issues  of  En 
Femme,  I feel  competant  to  comment, 
First,  I apparently  don't  agree 
with  the  90S  you  say  prefer 
articles  to  stories,  1 like  stories 
so  well  that  I write  them  as  my 
best  way  fulfill  my  fantasies,  You 
don't  need  any,  do  you? 

I also  like  pictures  and 
have  liked  comic  strips  since  Krazy 
Kat,  Your  first  comic  book  was  very 
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nice,  particularly  the  illustra- 
tions for  Sorority  Pledge,  I hope 
there  are  lore  forthcoming, 

Apparently  the  world  of 
TV/TS  is  getting  smaller  since  I 
recognize  the  name  of  Rebecca  J, 
Bridgewater  (Buchanan)  from  TV 
Illustrated  and  my  favorite  all 
time  story,  Danielle.  I found  that 
TV  Private  Eve  was  very  pleasant,  I 
hope  there  will  be  more, 

For  my  own  benefit,  I have 
been  cutting  out  newspaper  and 
magazine  ads,  that  is,  the 
illustrations  therefrom,  and  adding 
humorous  captions,  Naturally  some 
are  better  than  others  but  it  is 
sometimes  hard  to  think  of  an 
appropriate  caption,  even  when  the 
picture  has  possibilities,  Enclosed 
are  a few  of  the  most  recent,  Feel 
free  to  use  them  in  any  way, 


Sincerely, 
Jennie 
Tustin,  CA 


Ever  since  I started  on  the  hormones, 
I've  had  this  unnatural  nesting  instinct 
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Erotic!  Sexy!  Provocative!  Glamorous! 
Boudior  and  all  types  of  Photography 
at  surprisingly  reasonable  prices! 


Call  (603)  3B3-003H 
for  full  details  and  prices. 

Hair  & Makeup  ftne  by 
Professional  Makeup  fttist 
find  Hair  Stylist 
(ft  Additional  Cost) 
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xme:  bif>tm  of"  kay 

by  Kay  fletsker 

Kay  was  born  in  Prov  'meet  own  on  Cape  Cod, 

Massachusetts  at  the  1386  Fantasia  Fair.  That  was  when 
I first  accepted  who  I was.  My  life  to  that  point  was 

just  a long  gestation  period,  nibbling  at  the  edges,  but 

too  afraid  of  what  family  and  friends  would  say  if  they 
knew.  I decided  to  live  my  life  the  way  I wanted  and 

not  how  others  wanted  me  to  live  it. 

I knew  as  early  as  five  years  old  that  I felt  dif 
ferent”  from  my  male  friends.  It  was  not  until  I read  an 
article  about  Christine  Jorgensen  when  I was  eleven  that 
I learned  of  the  term  ’transsexual.’  However,  I did 
learn  at  an  early  age  to  hide  my  difference  or  risk 
ridicule.  My  childhood  was  quite  norma!  in  spite  of  the 

occassional  cross-dressing.  Fortunately,  my  sisters  and 
parents  never  discovered  me. 

I read  and  ' researched  as  much  as  I could  about 

transsexualism.  I simply  could  not  accept  this.  I felt 
that  I would  outgrow  it  or  that  eventually  it  would 
disappear  if  I ignored  it.  My  image  from  the  meat  a was 
that  transsexuals  were  unstable  people,  likely  to  be 
entertainers  or  prostitutes.  I had  doubts  about  myself 
since  I felt  normal.  My  life  was  normal  except  for  a 
nagging  feeling  that  I didn’t  fit  in,  that  my  life  was  a 
s tense . I tried  to  avoid  thinking  about  it.  I did  things 
like  grow  a moustache  6nd  join  a college  fraternity,  but 
I couldn’t  escape  it. 

I began  a gradual  program  of  change  as  I tried  to 
sort  out  my  feelings.  I started  electrolysis  on  my  face 
and  chest  seven  years  ago.  I had  a tracheal  shave  five 
years  ago.  I began  to  study  fashion  and  makeup.  These 
were  all  ’safe’  actions  because  no  one  noticed  the 
changes.  My  secret  was  still  hidden. 

My  feelings  of  discomfort  were  growing  stronger,  so 
I decided  to  go  to  Fantasia  Fair  in  1986.  I felt  that 
talking  with  others  would  crystal ize  my  thoughts.  It  was 
the  beginning  of  my  self-acceptance.  I finally  made  a 
committment  and  began  to  pursue  my  goal.  Gradually, 
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during  the  last  two  years,  I began  hormone  therapy  and 
joined  a support  group.  I told  my  family  and  friends. 
Everybody  at  work  knows  about  me  now  and  I have  begun 
living  full-time  as  a woman.  My  name  has  been  legally 
changed  along  with  all  of  my  ID’s. 

I have  been  extremely  fortunate.  Everyone  has  been 
shocked,  but  no  one  has  rejected  me  outright.  I believe 
that  a lot  of  it  is  based  on  one’s  previous  relationship 
with  an  individual.  As  my  dad  put  it,  it  is  the  difference 
between  conditional  and  unconditional  love.  If  you  had  a 
solid  relationship  based  on  trust  and  respect,  and  you 
break  the  news  gently,  giving  the  person  time  to  adjust 
without  pushing,  you  won’t  be  rejected.  However,  if 
someone  can’t  accept  it  after  you  have  given  them  time 
and  answered  their  questions,  then  don’t  worry  about  it. 
It  is  their  problem,  not  yours.  You  have  no  control  over 
the  experiences  that  shaped  their  opinions. 

Fortunately,  there  is  no  Texas  state  law  against 
cross-dressing.  Some  local  ordinances  do  exist,  but  the 
large  metropolitan  areas  are  okay.  The  question  of 
restrooms  is  touchy,  though.  I have  been  kicked  out  of 
bars  for  using  the  women’s  restroom  even  though  no  one 
complaoned.  the  same  situation  occurs  in  fitting  rooms  of 
department  stores.  I haven’t  had  any  problems,  but  some 
of  my  friends  have.  The  management  is  just  a little 
sensitive  about  possible  problems.  The  key  is  to  remain 
calm  and  not  to  get  argumentative.  The  fastest  way  to 
close  a mind  is  to  get  a person  to  be  on  the  defensive. 
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En  Femme 


When  I first  accepted  my  transsexualism,  I was 
eager  to  go  out,  spread  the  word,  and  educate  the  world. 
I felt  that  I had  a debt  to  pay  for  all  of  the  help  that 
I had  received  in  the  past.  Since  I started  my  ’Real 
Life’  test,  my  goals  have  changed  a little.  I still  want 
the  reassignment  surgery  to  make  me  complete  (even 
though,  as  someone  put  it,  ’’The  change  occurs  between 
the  ears,  not  between  the  legs.”)  However,  I do  not  want 
to  become  a professional  transsexual.  I will  help  to 
quietly  educate  the  people  around  me,  but  eventually,  I 
want  to  be  able  to  fade  into  society.  A book  that  I just 
finished,  The  Search  for  Eve:  The  Rites  of  Transsexual 

Passage  (from  the  Outreach  Institute),  brings  up  this 
very  point.  Ve  tend  to  progress  through  a series  of 
labels:  TV,  pre~op  T5,  TS,  T6  or  post-op  TS,  and  finally 
get  beyond  labels.  That  is  what  my  goal  is.  Just  to  be 
Kay. 


. 9*5;  W/Th/F  9-8 
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F emme  spoke 

with 

Bridget 

after 

brunch  on 

Saturday,  June  4 'during  the  Paradise  in  the  Poconos 
weekend.  The  previous  night,  Friday,  was  "Fright  Night" 
and  Bridget  showed  up  resplendent  in  a black  cire  dress, 
black  knit  gloves,  black  hose,  black  boots  and  six  foot 
leather  whip.  Truly  one  of  the  more  memorable  sights  of 
a memorable  evening. 


En  Femme:  Let’s  start  off  by  having  you  tell  our 

readers  a little  about  yourself  - how  old  are  you? 

Bridget:  32.  I \tas  born  in  New  York. 

En  Femme:  Where  in  New  York? 

Bridget:  Let’s  just  say  New  York. 

En  Femme : Okay.  We’ve  got  to  know  ~ where  did 

the  dress  you  wore  last  night  come  from? 

Bridget:  I got  that  at  Dream  Dresser. 

En  Femm&.  It  was  fabulous! 

Bridget:  Thanks.  I go  to  Lee’s  Mardi  Gras  in  New 

York  City  for  most  of  my  things,  the  more  erotic  stuff. 

En  Femme:  Tell  us  about  your  dressing. 

Bridget:  I’ve  been  dressing  regularly  now  for 

about  six  years.  I started  as  a child,  wearing  my 
mother’s  things.  I never  got  caught,  but  I guess, 
secretly  I always  wanted  to.  I always  took  the  girl’s 
parts  in  school  and  Cub  Scouts.  Once  in  a Scout  Circus 
I played  a seniorita  at  a bull  fight. 
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En  Femme : You  said  you  secretly  wanted  to  get 

caught.  How  do  you  think  your  mother  would  have 

reacted? 

Bridget:  She  wouldn’t  have  encouraged  it,  but  as 

an  only  child,  she  was  amused  by  my  dressing  for  plays 
or  for  Halloween. 

En  Femme:  Vhat  else  do  you  remember  about  your 
chi  Idhooa? 


Bridget:  I remember  playing  with  the  girl’s  next 

door.  They  used  to  pi  ay  with  my  guu  friends  and  me 

outdoors  ~ playing  fort  and  stuff  like  that.  But  when 

they  went  indoors  and  played  dress-up,  I felt  cheated. 

Like,  why  could  they  play  boy  games  with  us  and  we 

couldn’t  play  girl  games  with  them? 

En  Femme : Fast,  forward  to  today.  What  kind  of 

work  do  you  do? 

Bridget:  I have  what  would  be  considered  a very 

macho  job.  Because  of  it,  I can't  pierce  my  ears. 

En  Femme:  Sure  you  could.  You  could  wear  a cross 
or  skull  bones,  something  like  that.  No  response.  Okay, 
When  did  Bridget  make  her  debut? 

Bridget:  At  Lee  Brewster’s  parties  in  New  York 

City  around  1983.  I went  to  them  regularly  until  1985. 

En  Femme:  Where  else  do  you  go? 
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Bridget:  Obsessions,  Paddles,  The  Vault,  The  Loft. 

All  in  New  York  City. 

En  Femme . How  do  you  do  your  shopping? 

Bridget:  I just  go  to  department  stores  for  my 

everyday  stuff.  I wear  a dirty  t-shirt  and  jeans  and 
just  say  I'm  looking  for  something  for  a wife  or 
girlfriend.  I’ve  had  no  problems. 

En  Femme:  Are  you  happy? 

Bridget:  I’m  having  the  greatest  time  - everyone  I 

meet  is  so  much  fun.  This  is  much  better  than  bowling 
or  fishing! 

En  Femme:  Ever  consider  that  maybe  you  were  a 
transsexual? 

Bridget:  No!  No  operations  - I’m  just  having  a 

good  time. 

En  Femme:  What  is  your  biggest  bitch  about  being  a 
TV? 

Bridget:  Shaving  my  legs  - I always  cut  them  up. 

And  the  great  expense  of  it  ail. 

En  Femme:  Have  you  ever  purged? 

Bridget;  No. 
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En  Femme : How  did  you  hear  about  Renaissance? 

Bridget:  I saw  an  ad  in  a TV  paper.  This  is  my 

first  contact  with  the  Renaissance  people  and  my  first 
real  outing. 

En  Femme : You  said  earlier  that  you've  only  been 
dressing  regularly  now  for  about  six  years.  How  did  you 
get  into  it  as  an  adult? 

Bridget:  I first  got  into  S & fl  as  a dominant. 

Little  by  little  I got  into  cross-dressing,  now  I'm  a 
submissive. 

En  Femme : You  enjoy  beating  men? 

Bridget:  No,  but  the  men  do  - and  if  they’re 

happy  - hey,  okay. 

En  Femme : What  do  you  see  in  your  future? 

Bridget:  Fantasia  Fair!  I'd  like  to  get  down  to  a 

Renaissance  meeting.  I want  to  become  more  involved 
with  the  group. 

En  Femme:  What  are  your  future  fantasies? 

Bridget:  To  be  successful  and  passable  enough  to 

get  into  Sak’s  Fifth  Avenue  dressed. 

En  Femme:  V hat  turns  you  off  most  with  the  scene? 

Bridget:  Rude  people.  People  who  dress  who 

shouldn’t.  Water  sports.  People  who  insist  on  showing 
their  genitals  in  personal  ads  - or  just  their  feet! 

En  Femme:  Final  words? 

Bridget:  TV  or  5/M  should  not  be  force  on  people 

who  can’t  understand  or  who  aren’t  interested.  Be  true 
to  your  ownself.  If  you  have  an  interest,  you  should 
not  be  afraid  to  express  yourself  at  opportune  moments. 
You  only  live  once! 


A great 
place  to 
bring  and 
make  friends 

8 pm  - 2am  • 7 day* 

499  Centre  St. 
Trenton,  NJ. 
(609)  392-9168 
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Pi  Pictorial  by  Robyn  ftm 

FR3DRY,  JUNE  3 
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CAPTIOIS  FOR 
PARADISE  a THE  POCOIOS 
PHOTOS 

Page  15 

(top)  Robyn  Ann  immediately  gets  her  done  by  Donna 
Miller  upon  arrival  at  Schmitt's  Mountain  Resort. 

(bottom)  Poolside  at-  the  Resort 

Page  16 

(top,  left)  Robyn  Ann's  Fright  Might  outfit. 

(top,  right)  Eric  and  Donna  B. 

(bottom)  They  waited  in  line  to  get  Eric's  help 
in  hair  and  makeup! 

Page  17 

(top)  Eric  and  Donna  B.  set  up  for  the 
makeup  demonstration. 

(bottom)  Eric  at  work  during  the  makeup  lesson. 

(top--,  left)  Mistress  of  Ceremonies 
JoAnn  Roberts 

(top,  right)  JoAnn  Roberts,  Morgan  & Madame  X. 
(bottom)  Donna  Miller,  JoAnn,  Robyn  Ann. 

Page  19 

(top,  left)  Charlene  on  stage. 

(top,  right)  The  'After'  photo  to  the  'Before' 
photo  on  the  bottom  of  page  16! 

Ifc 

(bottom)  The  Award  Vinners! 

Terri  Kay  - Princess  of  the  Poconos  (seated) 
(rear,  left  to  right)  Michelle-Ms.  Ingenue,  Donna  B.- 
Ms.  Congeniality,  Charlene-Ms.  Fashion  Plate, 

& Joanie-Ms.  Gams. 


Page  20 

(top)  A pensive  Eric  Lee. 

(bottom,  left)  Jennie. 

(bottom,  right)  A makeover  subject  inspects 
her  new  look. 
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Beauty... 
by  choice. 

Update  your  “look.”  Stray  hairs  on  your  brow  and 
embarrassing  facial  hair  destroy  a stylish  appearance. 
Eliminate  the  need  for  painful  waxing  and  plucking 
by  permanently  removing  unwanted  hair  through 
electrolysis.  If  you’re  tired  of  constantly  combatting 
excess  hair  with  temporary  methods  and  want  a 
smooth,  stylish  look,  contact: 


BETTER  IMAGE.  INC. 


MARIE  BOGRAD 


ELECTROLYSIS 


SUITE  402 


20  NASSAU  STREET 
PRINCETON.  NJ  OB54 2 
609/924-03S4 


Member 

The  International  Guild  of 
Professional  Electrologists,  Inc." 
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En  Femme:  Leb’s*sbarb  oub  by  having  you  inbroduce 

yourselves. 

Donna:  Hi,  everybody.  I'm  somebody. 

Hary:  Good  evening  fimerica  and  all  bhe  ships  ab 

sea. 

En  Femme : We’re  going  bo  bype  bhis  up  word  for 

uord,  you  knou. 

Hary:  Oh,  please.  I'll  branspose  ib  myself! 

Donna:  We’re  Donna  and  Mary... 

En  Femme:  Donna  and  Hary,  a TV  couple. 

Mary:  Nob  a classic  TV,  a closeb  TV. 

En  Femme:  You  have  buo  children? 

Mary:  fly  daughter’s  seven,  my  son  is  eighb. 


Intervisu: 

DDNNR  FIND  MF IRY 

En  Femme  meb  uibh  Donna  and  her  spouse  hary  ab 
The  Carbuheel  in  New  Hope,  Pa. 
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En  Femme:  Hoy  do  they  reach? 

riary:  They  don’b  reach  because  bhey’ve  seen  ib 

since  they  were  babies.  They  know  the  difference  when 
daddy’s  in  a dress  or  ouh  of  a dress. 

En  Femme:  Tell  us  hhe  shory  abouh  Chrissie. 

(Edibor’s  Nobe:  Chrissie  is  anobher  TU  uho  frequency 

visibs  Donna  and  Hary’s  home.) 

Hary:  The  only  problem  ye’ve  ever  had  yas  yhen 

Chrissie  yas  dressed  abouh  buo  monbhs  ago.  My  daughber 
yas  sbanding  oubside  as  Chrissie  yas  yatking  inbo  the 
house  and  she  sbarbed  yelling  ’’Hike l hike!  Donna  didn  b 
reach  bo  ib  yell  ab  all,  dragged  my  daughber  inbo  bhe 

house  and  sbarbed  screaming  ab  her,  don  b you  ever  call 

her  a him  or  Dike  yhen  she’s  dressed1.”  I book  her  aside 

and  tried  bo  explain  bo  her  bhab  bhere  yere  certain 
people  uho  do  cerbain  things,  people  yho  aren’b  trying 
bo  hurb  anybody.  If  you  like  bo  ride  a bike  and 

somebody  says  bo  you,  I don’b  bhink  you  should  ride  a 
bike  I don’b  bhink  ib’s  somebhing  you  should  do.  If  ib 
makes  you  happy,  and  ib  doesn’b  hurb  anybody  in  bhe 
process,  your  fabher  and  I don’b  bhink  bhere  s anything 
wrong  uibh  doing  ib.  For  seven  years  old,  bhab  yas  bhe 
besb  yay  bo  explain  ib  bo  her.  She  said  fine.  Daddy  said 
he  yas  sorry. 

En  Femme:  Das  bhe  Pocono  Weekend  your  first 

oubing?  , . , , 

Hary:  Second  oubing.  The  first  oubing  yas  bhe 

Renaissance  Chrisbmas  parby  ab  The  Hoshulu.  We  yere 

yibh  5usan  and  Judy. 

En  Femme:  Did  you  belong  bo  a group  before 

Renaissance? 

Donna:  No,  bhis  is  bhe  firsb  one. 

En  Femme:  Bub  you  kneu  people? 

Hary:  Yeah,  ye  had  a lob  of  conbacb  bhrough 

CompuServe,  uhich  is  a compuber  informabion  service. 

Donna:  Thab’s  hou  I meb  Susan,  yho  broughb  me  a 

Renaissance  Neuslebber . 

Hary:  There’s  a sysbem  on  ib  called  CB,  uhich  is 

just  like  regular  CB.  except  it’s  done  by  keyboard 

insbead  of  by  voice. 

Donna:  They  had  Human  5exua!iby,  boo. 

hary:  We  meb  a couple  yho  drove  oub  from  Ohio 

for  a weekend.  It  took  them  close  to  BH  hours  to  drive 
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here,  bhey  sbayed  over  our  house  for  a nighb,  bhen 
drove  back  bhe  nexb  day.  We  had  balked  bo  bhem  firsb 
over  bhe  compuber,  bhen  over  bhe  phone,  and  ue  gob  bo 
be  such  good  friends,  bhey  jusb  had  bo  come  oub  for  a 
weekend.  There  was  one  from  California,  a T5... 

Donna:  R pre-op. 

Mary:  The  one  from  Ohio  was  a pre-op  also.  Our 

house  is  a revolving  door.  Rll  TU’s  are  welcome,  bhey 
come,  bhey  geb  dressed... 

En  Femme ; Is  your  mobher  involved  in  all  of  bhis? 

Donna:  No. 

flary:  Dell,  bhis  was  before  my  mobher  was  living 

wibh  us. 

En  Femme:  Did  you  know  aboub  Donna  before  you 

were  married? 

flary:  No,  I found  oub  on  our  wedding  nighb.  lile 

were  prebby  drunk,  and  he  says,  ’honey,  I have  somebhing 
bo  bell  you’  and  I bhoughb  ’oh,  my  Bod,  he’s  gay.’  Rb 

bhe  bime  I guess  I was  kind  of  homophobic,  ail  I could 
bhink  of  in  my  drunken  libble  mind  was,  how  fasb  could  I 
geb  an  annulmenb?  Can  I go  home  bo  daddy  bonighb  and 
bell  him  ab  E in  bhe  morning  and  say  ’daddy,  I married  a 
gay  man,  geb  me  oub  of  here.’ 

Donna:  He  bhoughb  I was  gay  anyway. 

flary:  No  facial  hair,  H hairs  on  his  chesb,  slicked 

back  hair,  bhe  whole  bib.  They  naburally  assumed  he  was 
gay.  He  had  bhab  look.  Rnyway,  he  says  bo  me.  I’m  a 
bransvesbibe.  I said  a Uhab?  He  said  I like  bo  wear 
women's  clobhes.  fly  face  dropped,  I was  in  such  a sbabe 
of  shock.  I had  an  exbra  nighbgown  wibh  me  in  case  I 
needed  ib  and  I threw  i£:  bo  him!  He  pub  ib  on,  I didn’b 
bhink  anybhing  of  ib.  Rfber  a while,  he  began  bo  say, 
look,  we've  gob  bwo  babies,  bhe  bills  are  gebbing  bo  be 
boo  much,  I have  bo  relax,  leb  me  dress.  I'd  say,  fine, 
geb  dressed.  He’d  come  down  dressed,  and  I’d  pick  a 
fighb.  The  biniesb  libble  bhing  in  bhe  house  bhab  was 
wrong  was  enough  bo  seb  me  off  - because  he  was 
dressed.  Rfber  four  years  he  said,  lisben,  bhis  is  bhe 
way  I am,  you’re  eibher  going  bo  accepb  me  or  we’re 
going  bo  splib.  He  said  I can’b  change  and  you  can’b 
change  me.  If  you  can’b  accepb  ib  and  sbay  married  bo 
me,  I’ll  go  and  find  someone  who  can  undersband  and 
accepb  - will  leb  me  dress.  Thab’s  all  I needed  bo  hear 
was  bhab  bhere  would  be  anobher  woman  in  my  life.  I book 
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another  six  months  of  seeing  him  dressed  on  a more 
regular  basis.  Then  I started  helping  him  uith  his 

makeup.  Now,  I feel  sorry  for  uomen  uho  can’t  understand 
it  and  can’t  live  uith  it. 

En  Femme:  Do  ail  of  your  straight  friends  knou 

about  Donna? 

flary:  No,  none  of  them  do. 

Donna:  5ome  of  them  do. 

flary:  Her  business  partner  and  his  uife  do,  and 

mother.  That’s  about  it. 

En  Femme:  bJhat  about  your  mother , Donna? 

flary:  Her  family  kneu  that  Donna  used  to  year 

her  sister’s  clothes,  she  uas  caught  uhen  she  uas  young, 
but  they  don’t  really  knou. 

Donna:  When  I uas  B years  old,  I had  a pair  of 

pantyhose  on,  my  father  ualked  in.  I uas  sitting  on  the 
bed  uith  a pair  of  pantyhose  on,  uith  millions  of  runs  in 
them.  I uas  trying  to  get  them  off  and  he  said  uhat 

are  you  doing?’  I said  I uas  making  slingshots.  He  told 

me  I uas  sick  and  that  he  uould  dress  me  up  as  a girl 
and  put  me  out  on  the  corner. 

flary:  I don’t  knou  uhy  parents  do  that,  I mean 

that’s  cruel. 

Donna:  Rs  I got  older,  I used  to  year  pantyhose 

to  school  and  once  I got  caught.  The  broun  band  uas 
shouing,  you  knou  and  the  kids  sau  it.  Luckily  it  uas 

home  room  and  I uas  able  to  hake  them  off.  I tried  ho 
flush  them  doun  the  toilet  I Good  thing,  because  by  my 
next  class,  the  teacher  lifted  my  shirt  to  see  if  I uas 
uearing  pantyhose  and  nothing  uas  there.  Rfter  that  I 

started  riding  the  subuay  in  a dress. 

En  Femme:  You  ueren’t  scared  riding  the  subuays 

in  drag? 

Donna:  Well,  then  I began  to  get  into  my  career 

and  started  dounp laying  everything. 

En  Femme:  When  you  uere  grouing  up,  did  you  ever 

think  that  you  uere  a T5? 

Donna:  Yes.  From  uhen  I uas  seven  until  I uas 

nineteen.  I still  think  of  it. 

flary:  That’s  one  of  the  reasons  she  didn  t uant  to 

marry  me. 

Donna:  But  because  of  the  kids,  and  my  responsibil- 
ities, I’ve  me  I loued  out  a little  bit.  I m seeing  a 
psychiatrist  nou. 
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En  Femme:  Do  you  go  together? 

Mary:  Ue  will,  I uant  to  go. 

Donna:  I think  it’s  important  for  you  to  go. 

flary:  Yes,  but  nou  that  we're  going  out,  I don’t 

seem  to  have  any  problem  uith  it.  lile  talk  about  it,  and 
if  ue  have  to  get  in  the  car  and  go  somewhere,  if 
you’re  in  drag,  you’re  in  drag. 

En  Femme:  Hary,  would  you  consider  your  husband  a 

feminine  man,  or  is  a man  like  any  other  man? 

flary:  I think  the  word  gentleman  fits  cross- 

dressers  because  they  are  very  gentle,  Rnd  that’s  what 
attracted  me  to  him  in  the  first  place.  He  was  shy,  he 
looked  like  a typical  South  Philadelphia  5.O.B.  but  he  was 
shy,  quiet,  scared,  and  that’s  what  I wanted.  Rt  1H  I 
was  engaged  to  a man  who  was  27  and  at  IS  I was 
engaged  to  a beater.  I’d  been  through  every  other 
spectrum  of  men  by  the  time  I was  IB  and  graduated  high 
school.  Then  I found  him.  He  was  quiet,  he  wouldn’t  hold 
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my  hand,  he  uas  boo  scared  bo  kiss  me,  and  uhen  ib  came 
bo  making  love,  I had  bo  make  love,  because,  firsb,  he 
didn’b  know,  and  he  uas  scared  bo  do  anybhing.  Nou  I 
realize  bhab  ib  uas  Doma  I fell  in  love  uibh  - Donna’s 
personal  iby. 

Donna:  fly  burn?  Okay,  bhis  may  sound  like  bhe 

same  old  sbory  bub  because  my  parenb’s  didn’b  give  me 
boo  much  abbenbion  is  uhy  I began  dressing.  Ny  sisber 
has  cerebral  palsy  and  uasn  b expecbed  bo  live  pasb 
five.  5he  gob  consbanb  abbenbion,  all  bhe  abbenbion  in 
bhe  uorld.  I greu  up  on  bhe  sbreebs,  I raised  myself. 

Nary*.  Uhen  he  meb  me,  he  naburally  assumed 
because  I book  bhe  aggressive  role  in  bhe  relabionship 
he  assumed  I uould  lead  him  around  by  bhe  bail. 

Donna:  I bhoughb  she  uas  a dominanb  uoman. 

Nary:  I fell  in  love  uibh  him  insbanbly.  I looked 

ab  his  eyes  and  I sau  bhis  shy  guy... 

Donna:  Seb  oub  bhe  violins... 


Nary:  I uenb  home  and  bold  my  mobher,  bhab  guy  I 

uenb  oub  uibh  lasb  nighb  - I’m  going  bo  marry  him.  ue 
uere  married  five  monbhs  laber. 

Donna:  I uasn'b  ready  for  marriage,  bub  Nary  gob 

pregnanb... 
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En  Femme:  Did  you  ever  bake  hormones? 

Donna:  Yes. 

Hary:  He’s  baken  bhem  for  a while.  Ue  sbil!  have 

some  in  bhe  house. 

En  Femme:  It’s  refreshing  bhab  you  bwo  can  balk 

like  bhis.  * 

Mary:  Yes,  we  communicabe  real  well. 

Donna:  Rfber  a while  Donna  became  her  girlfriend. 

Mary:  Donna’s  my  besb  friend. 

Donna:  Ue’re  husband  and  wife  and  girlfriends. 

En  Femme:  Uhab  a refreshing  nobe  bo  end  on! 

Thank  you,  and  bhanks  bo  The  Carbwheel  for  having  us. 


If  you  would  like  bo  conbacb  Donna  and  flary  wribe  bo 
bhem  as  you  would  answer  a Personal  Rd  c/o  bhe 
magazine.  Uribe  bo  Box  PR118. 


DOIKTlSrA  DOES  VEGAS! 

by  Donna  Killer 

Just  three  days  after  returning  home  from 
JoAnn  Roberts'  Paradise  in  The  Poconos , I was  jetting 
off  to  Las  Vegas,  Nevada.  While  the  trip  was 
primarily  arranged  as  a vacation,  I was  instructed 
to  make  sure  I attended  the  two  drag  shows 
currently  appearing  there  and  review  them.  I also 
hoped  to  intervied  Kenny  Kerr,  the  star  of  "Boy- 
Lesque,  and  a Trenton,  N.J.  native.  Unfortunately, 
Kenny  was  in  Hawaii  making  a movie  the  week  I was 
in  Vegas.  Oh,  well,  maybe  next  time. 

I saw  "Boy-Lesque"  at  the  Silver  Slipper,  and 
even  the  star  - Kenny  Kerr  - was  absent,  the  show 
was  spectacular!  The  show  was  started  in  1977  by 
Mr.  Kerr  and  his  partner  Roger  Caldwell.  All  of  the 
performers  - Little  *Lil,  Jan  North,  Emore  DuBoise, 
Stephan  McCall,  Stacy  Carlson,  Shelly  Michaels,  Ellis 
Troy  Towns  and  Papote  Varet  - were  extremely 
talented,  totally  professional  and  showed  a fantastic 
sense  of  timing  and  outrageous  wit. 


Stephan  McCall's  did  impersonations  of  Donna 
Summers  and  Diana  Ross,  Emore  DuBois  portrayed 
Dionne  Warwick  and  Shirley  Bassey,  Shelly  Michaels 
did  a show  stopping  Bette  Midler  and  Shirley 
MacLaine,  Stacy  Carlson  did  a fantastic  Ann  Margret, 
Jan  North's  Carol  Channing  look-alike  has  been  known 
to  be  surpassed  by  none,  and  Little  'Lil  broke  up  the 
audience  with  outrageous  comedy. 

The  show  is  highly  recommended  and  is  a must 
if  you  should  visit  Las  Vegas.  It  is  playing  nightly 
except  Thursdays  at  The  Silver  Slipper,  Show  times 
are  8,  10  and  12  midnight  and  currently  costs  $6.95 
per  person. 


Kenny  Kerr 
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"An  Evening  At  La  Cage”  e tar-ring  Frank  Marino 
as  Joan  Rivers  was  appearring  at  The  Riviera.  This 
show  is  similar  to  the  ’’Evening  at  La  Cage” 

appearring  at  Bally's  Park  Place  in  Atlantic  City, 
U.J.  Frank  Marino's  Joan  Rivers  is  so  amazing,  Joan 
filed  a lawsuit  a year  or  so  ago  claiming  Frank  was 
stealing  her  act! 

This  show  also  is  an  absolute  must  if  you 
should  find  yourself  vacationing  in  Vegas.  You  will 
be  fascinated  by  impersonations  of  Whitney  Houston, 
Cher,  Janet  and  Michael  Jackson,  Dionne  Warwick  and 
Bette  Midler.  And  then  there's  Joan  Rivers  herself 

(or  rather  Frank  Marino  as  Joan  Rivers.)  She  keeps 
the  show  rolling  with  her  charm,  jokes  and  fantastic 
wardrobe. 

I had  an  opportunity  to  speak  to  Frank  Marino 
after  the  show  and  he  stayed  in  character  as  Joan 

the  entire  time.  After  telling  him  about  Ed  Femme 
Magazine,  and  that  I was  reviewing  the  show  for 

same,  he  said,  "Go  for  it,  honey!  Just  send  us  a 
copy  of  that  magazine.  I'd  love  to  see  it!” 

"An  Evening  at  La  Cage”  appears  at  The  Riviera 
nightly  at  7,  9 and  11  p.m.  except  Tuesday.  Cost  is 
$12.50  per  person. 
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THE  OUTREACH  INSTITUTE 

Presents 

THE  14th  ANNUAL  FANTASIA  FAIR 
When:  OCTOBER  14-23,  1988 

Where:  PROVINCETOWN,  MASS. 


FANTASIA  FAIR  IS  FOR: 

• Learning  • Confidence  • Fun 

• Crossdressers  (TVs,  TSs,  TGs)  • Spouses  & Friends 


A UNIQUE  OPPORTUNITY  TO  LIVE.  LEARN  AND  EXPLORE  DIVERSE 
ASPECTS  OF  ALTERNATIVE  GENDER  LIFE  STYLES 


SEMINARS 
Going  Public 
Legal  Aspects 
Health  Issues 
Sociological  Aspects 
Lifestyles 

Special  Guest  Seminar 
Couples 


MAJOR  EVENTS 
Ladies  Night 
Town  & Gown  Supper 
Fashion  Show 
Outreach  Banquet 
Fan/Fair  Follies 
Fantasy  Ball 
The  Awards  Banquet 


ACTIVITIES 
Whale  Watch 
Kite  Fly  Picnic 
Open  House  Party 
House  Parties 
Sunday  Brunches 
Church 

Going  En  Femme 


WORKSHOPS 
Partners  & Couples 
Personal  Development 
Fashion  & Beauty 
Speech  Improvement 
Beauty  Fair 
Fashion  Fair 
Peer  Consultation 


ENJOY  NINE  NIGHTS  AND  TEN  DAYS 
IN  BEAUTIFUL  PROVINCETOWN 
RELEASING  THE  WOMAN  WITHIN 
COME  TO  THE  FAIR 
AN  EXPERIENCE  TO  REMEMBER 


For  FAIR  information  contact 

FANTASIA  FAIR 

LINCOLNIA  STATION,  POB  11254 
ALEXANDRIA,  VA.  22312 
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ESTROGEN  THERAPY 

FOR  MALE— TO— REMALE 
TRANSSEXUALS 

By  Sharon  Chambers 

Estrogens  are  powerful  steroid  hormones, 
chemicals  which  affect  the  form  and  function  of  the 
body  and  its  organs.  There  are  three  basic  human 
estrogens:  estradiol,  estrone,  and  estrial.  Estradiol 
is  the  most  active  form  and  estrial  is  hte  least 

active.  In  women,  large  amounts  of  estrogen  are 

produced  by  the  ovaries,  and  in  men  a small  amount 
is  present  due  to  chemical  conversion  of 

testosterone. 

Once  you  are  grown  and  genetic  male  traits  are 
fully  developed,  the  only  way  your  body  organs  have 
of  knowing  what  sex  you  are  is  by  the  levels  of 

male  and  female  hormones  which  are  present. 

Changing  the  hormone  balance  from  male  to  female 

with  drugs  causes  tissues  which  are  supported  by 

male  hormones  to  diminish  and  stop  functioning  and 
those  which  are  supported  by  female  hormones  to 
develop  and  begin  functioning. 

If  your  doctor  has  prescribed  estrogens  for 
you,  it  is  probably  in  the  form  of  Estinyl  (ethinyl 
estradiol),  Premarin  (conjugated  estrogens,  a mixture 
of  the  three  -estrogens  plus  estrogen  breakdown 

products)  or  injections  (such  as  estradiol  valerate). 
Though  it  would  be  desirable,  no  suppository  form  of 
estrogen  is  available  except  as  in  the  form  of 
D.E.S.,  a drug  which  is  not  in  favor  today.  The  most 
powerful  single  oral  dose  is  the  0.5  milligram 
Estinyl  tablet,  but  faster  results  can  be  obtained  by 
using  two  or  even  all  three  of  the  Estinyl,  Premarin, 
and  injections.  Any  of  the  three  will  produce  in  time 
a certain  amount  of  bodily  feminization.  The  effects 
include  breast  development  (usually  slight  to 
average  development;  occasionally  nearly  none  or 
quite  a lot,  depending  on  genetics  and  body  type), 
reduction  in  size  and  firmness  of  the  testicles  and 
prostate  gland,  some  reduction  and  repatterning  of 
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body  hair,  softening  of  the  skin,  recontouring  of  the 
body  due  to  accumulating  layers  of  feminine  body 
fat,  a considerable  reduction  or  elimination  of 
(masculine)  sex  drive,  and  improved  effectiveness  of 
facial  hair  removal  by  electrolysis.  Testosterone 
levels  in  the  blood  drop  to  very  low  levels  due  to 
effects  of  estrogen  on  the  brain  and  directly  upon 
the  testicles.  Since  testosterone  tends  to  fuel  the 
male  emotional  characteristics  of  aggression  and 
competition,  many  patients  report  feeling  more  mild 
or  tranquil.  Reduction  of  male  hormone  levels  may 
also  clear  up  acne  and  excessively  oily  skin.  Little 
or  no  changes  in  voice  can  be  expected. 

The  cost  of  oral  hormone  supplements  is  not 
excessive.  Typical  prices  are:  Provera  10  mg.  100 
units,  $40  (generic  medroxyprogesterone  HCL  is  less); 
Premarin  2.5  mg  100  units  $35  (generic  less);  and 
Estinyl  0.5  mg  100  units,  $50  (no  generic  available). 
Injections  may  run  $30-40  plus  office  visit  charges. 
Black  market  prices  for  the  above  begin  at  three 
times  the  pharmacy  cost. 

Choice  of  an  endocrinologist  is  best  made  by 
personal  referral,  either  by  a friend  or  therapist. 
The  regimen  and  requirements  of  doctors  varies 
widely,  as  does  their  level  of  experience  in  this 
very  specialized  field.  Many  doctors  require 
concurrent  counseling  by  a psychiatrist  or 
psychologist.  If  you  experience  any  dissatisfaction 
with  your  therapist  or  doctor,  a consultation  with 
another  may  produce  different  results. 

Your  doctor  may  be  cautious  in  prescribing 
large  amounts  of  estrogens  to  you  if  you  have  any  of 
the  following  history  or  symptoms:  high  blood 

pressure,  any  heart  disease  or  defects,  clotting 
disorders  such  as  phlebitis,  stroke  or  cerebrovascu- 
lar disease,  liver  function  abnormalities,  a history 
of  heavy  alcohol  intake,  kidney  disease,  migraine 
headaches  or  seizures,  diabetes,  family  history  of 
breast  cancer,  obesity,  or  heavy  smoking. 

Periodic  checkups  with  your  doctor  are  required 
to  spot  early  signs  of  certain  dangerous  conditions. 
Among  these  are:  benign  or  malignant  tumors  of  the 
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liver,  breast,  pituitary  gland  (in  the  brain),  and 
kidney,  along  with  phlebitis  and  elevation  of  blood 
pressure.  Heart  attack  (myocardial  infarction)  and 
stroke  have  been  reported  in  relatively  young 
transsexuals  receiving  estrogens,  especially  those 
with  clotting  disorders.  Changes  in  a part  of  the 
prostate  gland  known  as  the  verumontanum  can  cause 
blockage  of  the  urinary  tract  after  long  term  use  - 
this  must  be  corrected  surgically.  Lactation  or 
discharge  from  the  breasts  can  be  a sign  of  a 
potentially  dangerous  pituitary  gland  condition. 

Your  doctor  will  administer  periodic  blood 
tests  and  may  check  the  following:  testosterone 

(should  be  less  than  85  nanograms  per  100 
milliliters),  prolactin  (should  be  less  than  45 
ng/ml),  liver  function  scans,  and  clotting  time.  He 
may  also  feel  your  breasts  for  lumps  and  listen  to 
blood  flow  in  your  major  veins  and  arteries. 

Once  you  have  been  using  estrogens  for  a year 
or  more,  some  effects  may  become  irreversible  even 
if  estrogen  intake  is  ceased.  Certain  chemical 
processes  in  the  brain  remain  in  a female  pattern 
permanently,  and  changes  in  brain  wave  patterns  have 
been  reported.  These  effects  may  or  may  not  be 
associated  writh  emotional  and  personality  changes. 
Breasts  and  female  fat  distribution  may  not  subside 
after  administration  of  estrogens,  and  sex  drive  may 
remain  relatively  low. 

Sudden  changes  in  dosage  of  estrogens,  either 
increasing  or  decreasing,  have  been  known  to  produce 
severe  mood  changes.  The  effects  may  be  likened  to 
going  through  menopause,  puberty,  and  pregnancy  at 
the  same  time.  Lethargy,  depression,  anxiety, 
difficulty  in  concentration,  headaches,  abdominal 
cramping,  nausea,  and  other  symptoms  have  been  noted 
for  periods  of  days  or  weeks.  It  may  be  wise  to 
change  dosages  as  gradually  as  possible. 

Changes  in  metabolism  are  common,  with  weight 
gain,  water  retention,  and  increased  appetite  as  the 
major  effects.  Estrogen  reduces  the  ability  of  the 
body  to  eliminate  certain  drugs  such  as  Valium  so 
that  smaller  dosages  of  these  medications  become  as 
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effective  as  larger  dosages  were  before.  This  is 
also  true  for  alcohol  so  be  sure  to  reassess  your 
limits  Any  physician  you  deal  with  should  know  of 
medications  you  are  taking  - with  surgery  this  can 
be  critical  due  to  the  effects  of  estrogen  on  the 
blood  clotting  rate. 

After  genital  surgery,  estrogen  doses  may  be 
greatly  reduced  if  the  desired  degree  of  feminization 
has  been  achieved.  Since  the  testicles  are  now 
absent,  it  is  no  longer  necessary  to  suppress 
testosterone  production.  Risk  factors  are  believed  to 
be  in  proportion  to  dosage,  so  the  minimum  effective 
dose  is  preferred  for  long  term  use. 

It  is  thought  that  estrogens  should  be  taken 
along  with  a progestin  (pregnancy  hormone)  such  as 
Provera  (medroxyprogesterone).  A progestin  will  tend 
to  maximize  breast  development  due  to  enlargement  of 
the  milk  sacs  themselves  (as  opposed  to  breast  fatty 
tissue)  and  will  approximate  more  closely  the 

natural  famale  hormone  balance.  A more  natural 
hormone  balance  may  provide  some  shielding  against 
some  of  the  hazards  mentioned  previously.  Also 
progestine  greatly  reduce  male  sex  drive.  1 could 
find  no  agreement  in  the  literature  as  to  the 
recommended  dosage  but  higher  dosages  seem  to  pose 
no  known  risk. 

Proper  medical  management  of  estrogen 
administration  can  reduce  the  hazards  and  maximize 
the  benefits.  If  makes  good  sense  to  know  the  facts 
and  follow  medical  advice  when  using  these  powerful 
drugs. 

This  article  was  original ly  written  for  the  ETy'C  Newsletter  and  later 
appealed  in  the  newsletter  of  the  Rainbow  Gender  Association,  San  Jose 
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”Ken!  What  are  you  doing  wearing  my  clothes?!” 

"Huh?  Oh  - B“Barbie,  hi!  I~I  was  going  to  go 
outside  for  a walk!” 


That  was  me  providing  the  voices  for  my  sister's 
dolls.  I had  long  ago  retrieved  them  from  the  back  of 

her  closet  where  she  had  retired  them  and  when  I was 
alone  in  the  house,  I would  pull  them  out  and  play  with 
them.  It  was  while  playing  with  them  that  I first  got  the 
inspiration  to  go  out  in  the  real  world  dressed  as  a 
girl. 

I pulled  my  long  blond  hair  back  and  attached  a 
mane  comb,  put  on  a little  makeup  and  dug  one  of  my 
sister  Margie’s  outfits  from  out  of  her  hamper.  After  a 
pair  of  her  panties,  a bra  stuffed  wit£f  socks  and  a pair 
of  pantyhose  were  in  place,  I pulled  on  a light  green  t~ 
shirt.  Over  this  came  a short,  short  green  plaid  skirt 

and  a dark  green  waist  jacket  with  the  sleeves  pushed 
up  above  my  elbows.  *1  slipped  my  feet  into  the  dark 
green  flat  shoes  that  Margie  wore  with  this  ensemble.  Her 
gold  circle  bracelet,  a gold  necklace  and  gold  clip-on 

earrings  completed  the  transformation.  Except  for  my 
blond  hair,  I was  a carbon  copy  of  Margie,  who  was  a 
brunette. 

I was  ready  to  face  the  world!  I hurried  downstairs 
before  I could  talk  myself  out  of  it  and  opened  the 
front  door.  Seeing  the  neighborhood  was  deserted,  I 

closed  the  door  behind  me  and  slipped  around  the  side  of 
the  house.  Our  yard  was  surrounded  by  a high  privacy 
fence  that  would  shield  me  from  nosy  neighbors.  The  back 
of  the  yard  led  down  to  a creek  that  if  followed  for 
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about  2.  miles  would  bring  you  to  a shopping  center.  I 
intended  to  head  there,  walk  around  a bit  then  head  back 
home  before  Margie  or  my  parents  got  home. 

I had  reached  the  gate  at  the  rear  of  the  yard 
when  I suddenly  remembered  I didn’t  have  a key!  It  was 
in  my  pants  pocket  on  the  floor  of  Margie’s  bedroom!  I 
scampered  back  across  the  yard,  back  around  the  house 
and  up  onto  the  porch.  I tried  the  door  - locked! 

Just  then  I heard  a car  coming  down  the  street.  I 
ran  to  the  edge  of  the  porch  and  saw  Margie’s  battered 
old  Nova  rumbling  toward  the  house.  Panic!  I shot  off  the 
porch  and  flew  around  the  house  again.  I had  nowhere 
else  to  go.  I stopped  behind  the  large  oak  tree  that 

dominated  our  back  yard,  and  peaked  out  toward  the 
house.  I could  hear  girlish  voices  and  car  doors  being 
slammed  shut.  Then  the  voices  stopped  as  everyone  had 
gone  into  the  house. 

I slumped  down  behind  the  tree  and,  pulling  my  legs 
together,  sunk  my  head  onto  my  knees,  trying  to  decide 
what  to  do.  I figured  they  couldn’t  stay  in  the  house 

too  long,  and  they  certainly  had  no  reason  to  come  out 
into  the  back  yard,  so  my  decision  was  to  just  sit  and 
wait  them  out.  But  how  would  I get  back  into  the  house 
without  a key?  And  Margie  was  sure  to  find  my  clothes  in 
her  room... 

At  that  moment  I heard  the  back  door  of  the  house 
open  and  feminine  voices  coming  toward  me.  My  heart 

began  pumping  blood  through  my  veins  at  a furious  rate, 
my  eyes  bulged,  my  mouth  went  arid. 

”Hi!  Vhatcha  doing?"  I looked  up  at  the  face 

peering  around  the  side  of  the  tree.  I didn’t  recognize 
her.  Then,  one  by  one,  girls  I had  never  seen  before 
came  around  the  tree  and  stood  facing  me.  Including 
Margie. 

"Do  you  know  her?"  the  girl  said  to  my  sister.  I 
looked  at  her  in  a wide-eyed  frenzy.  "Of  course  I know 
her,"  she  said  sardonical  ly. 
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I could  do  nothing,  I was  in  her  power.  She  could 
expose  me  to  her  friends,  and  I would  be  ruined  - a 
laughingstock. 

"This  is  my  little  sister  Barbie,"  she  said  at  last. 
"And  she’s  being  very  bad  - getting  my  new  outfit  all 
dirty  out  here.  Get  up,  Barbie!"  I stood,  trembling,  still 
not  trusting  her. 

"She’s  adorable,”  said  one  of  the  girls.  "You  two 
could  be  twins!” 

"You  march  right  into  that  house  and  take  off  my 
clothes,  girl,"  Margie  said,  raising  her  voice  slightly.  I 
just  stared  at  her,  not  really  comprehending.  "GO!" 

I turned  and  ran,  not  being  very  feminine  about  it, 
but  not  caring.  I ran  through  the  back  door,  up  the 
basement  steps,  into  the  living  room.  There  I saw  the 
dolls  - Ken  still  in  drag  ~ laying  on  the  coffee  table.  I 
scooped  them  up  and  bolted  upstairs. 

I peeled  off  Margie’s  clothes  and  jewelry  and  wiped 
off  the  makeup.  I put  my  own  clothes  back  on  and  locked 
myself  in  my  room.  I waited  for  her  to  come  and  drop  the 
other  shoe  - reveal  who  I really  was  to  her  friends  so 
they  could  have  a good  laugh.  But  she  didn’t. 

About  ten  minutes  later,  she  yelled  from  downstairs, 
"We’re  going  now,  Barbie.  You  better  stay  away  from  my 
clothes  - you  have  plenty  of  pretty  things  of  your  own. 
You  be  a good  girl  or  I’ll  teli  Mom  about  this  little 
episode!"  They  left  the  house  and  I heard  the  car  start 
up  and  pul  I away. 

So  that  was  her  game,  eh?  Blackmail!  She  had  me  in 
her  clutches.  I now  had  to  sweat  it  out  until  she  got 
home  and  confronted  me  for  real. 

I didn’t  have  to  wait  long.  She  came  back  home, 
alone,  about  half  an  hour  later.  She  came  right  upstairs 
and  knocked  on  my  door.  I sheepishly  opened  it. 


Jul/Aug 


En  Femme 


41 


"I  nearly  had  a heart  attack  over  you!”  she  said 
angrily.  " Abby  thought  she  had  seen  someone  run  around 
the  house  when  we  puiled  up  and  we  thought  it  was  a 
burglar!  Then  we  see  my  old  Barbie  dolls  in  the  living 
room  and  this  girl  sitting  behind  the  tree  in  the  back 
yard!  I kind  of  figured  it  out  by  then  and  tried  to  get 
them  to  leave  again,  but  they  had  to  see  who  was  sitting 
in  the  back  yard.  I didn’t  say  anything  because  I 
thought  you  were  going  to  look  ridiculous,  but  you  pulled 
it  off.  They  thought  you  were  my  sister!" 

"I’m  sorry  - I won’t  do  it  again,  I promise!  Just 
don’t  tell  Mom  and  Dad!" 

"Don’t  worry,  I won’t.  If  you  want  to  dress  up  like 
a girl,  that’s  your  business.  Just  take  care  of  my 
clothes,  okay?  No  more  sitting  in  the  dirt  behind  trees?" 

"Don’t  worry,  I’M  never  dress  up  again.  I swear." 

"Sure.  And  what  do  I tell  my  friends  when  they 
want  to  invite  Barbie  to  go  out  with  us?" 

We  both  smiled. 

Did  I mention  how  much  I loved  my  sister? 

THE  END ! 

© 1988  Rebecca  J.  Buchgnan 
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/V  THE  NEWS 

SEX-CHANGE  MAN  WINS  BEAUTY  PAGEANT 

The  striking  beauty  felt  like  a woman  for  the  first 
time  in  her  life  when  the  judges  crowned  her  queen  in 
the  regional  beauty  contest  north  of  Essen,  West  Ger- 
many. For  25-year-old  Heda  Kuhnen  had  been  a man  just 
two  years  earlier. 

Heda  made  no  comment  on  her  sex-change  until  after 
winning  the  pageant,  confirming  the  titillating  rumors 
that  had  swirled  around  the  contest. 

"There’s  nothing  in  the  contest  rules  about  sex- 
change  operations,"  explained  committee  member  Byron 
Godian.  "She’s  legally  a woman,  and  a beautiful  one,  so 
what  can  we  do?" 

- Fred  Sleeves,  The  5m 
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DRAG  QUEEN  ADOPTS  CHILD  WITH  AIDS 

Tina,  a 42-year-old  black  drag  queen  has  been 
granted  custody  of  a three-year-old  black  child  with  AIDS 
in  Atlantic  City,  N.J. 

Tina  received  the  child  through  a government 
agency  in  that  city.  She  would  not  give  the  name  of  the 
agency,  since  it  is  not  known  in  her  neighborhood  that 
the  child  has  AIDS. 

Tina  applied  for  the  child  in  August,  1987,  and  was 
given  the  child  in  December  of  that  year  after  under- 
going an  extensive  screening  process  that  included  her 

taking  an  AIDS  antibody  test.  Tina  also  had  to  attend  a 
training  session  on  how  to  care  for  the  child. 

Tina  receives  $700  a month  to  take  care  of  the 

child  and  a medical  card  for  his  drug  bills. 

An  entertainer,  Tina  works  with  a drag  troupe  in 
Atlantic  City.  A native  of  Philadelphia,  she  moved  to  A.C. 
16  years  ago.  She  wants  to  open  her  home  to  other 
children  with  AIDs  and  is  looking  for  a larger  house. 

Her  lover  of  nine  years  is  supportive  of  Tina’s 

decision  to  raise  the^  child.  "He  calls  him  his  son,”  she 
said. 

-Tommi  Avicolli,  PGN 

M/NCHO  OFFI  CEIE?  QUITS 
FORCE  TO  BECOME 
WOMAN 

A macho  cop  nicknamed  ’Butch’  stunned  his 

colleagues  when  he  announced  he  was  leaving  the  force  to 
undergo  a sex-change  operation. 

Steven  Butcher  says  his  fondest  dream  would  have 
been  to  rejoin  the  force  as  a lady  cop  named  Stephanie, 
but  he  knows  that  is  impossible. 

Butcher,  who  has  been  married  nearly  10  years, 
says  he’s  known  since  age  4 that  he  was  in  the  wrong 
body.  "I  lived  a normal  life,  but  all  the  time  with  the 
knowledge  and  belief  that  I should  be  a woman,”  he 
declared. 


42 


En  Femme 


Jul/Aug 


MAN  KIDNAPS  SON.  DRESSES  HIM  AS  GIRL 

A tormented  mom  searching  relentlessly  for  her 

misssing  son  discovered  why  it  was  so  difficult  to  find 

him:  her  former  husband  had  given  the  hoy  an  external 
sex  change. 

For  three  years,  Tony  Carande  lived  as  a girl  after 
being  kidnapped  by  his  dad,  Rupert.  So  convincing  was 

the  disguise,  even  his  teachers  and  classmates  were 
fooled.  Tony  wore  dresses,  had  shoulder-length  hair  and 
played  games  little  girls  play. 

The  charade  was  uncovered  bu  a teacher  in  a 

school  restroom. 

"My  son’s  life  is  ruined  because  of  this,”  cries  the 
boy’s  distraught  mother  Janice.  "It  has  destroyed  his 
sexual  identity.  Imagine  spending  the  formative  years  of 
your  life  as  the  other  sex!" 

The  boy  was  apparently  told  by  his  father  that  the 
masquerade  was  necessary  to  hide  from  people  who  wanted 
to  take  him  away  from  both  his  mother  and  his  father. 

He  managed  to  conceal  his  disguise  in  school  until 
a teacher  made  the  shocking  discovery  of'  Tony’s  real  sex 
when  she  saw  him  undressed  in  a restroom  and  contacted 
authorities. 

Rupert  has  since  been  charged  with  kidnapping  and 
Tony  is  back  with  his  mother. 


"I’ve  clipped  his  hair  and  bought  him  new  clothes, 
but  it’s  something  new  to  him.  He  still  thinks  he’s  a 
girl,"  cries  Janice. 
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Creative  Design  Services 

P.O.Box  1263,  King  of  Prussia,  PA  19406 
215-640-9449 

An  ever  expanding  line  of  Products  and  Services 
for  the  TV/TS  community 

I 

"Art  & Illusion:  A Guide  to  Crossdressing" , a 48  page  guide  full  of  tips 
and  tricks,  illustrations  and  tables  to  help  you  create  the  feminine 
image  you  want.  Now  in  its  second  edition,  it  has  sold  over  1200 
copies  worldwide.  $10  postpaid. 

LadyLike  Magazine,  the  new  standard  for  TV/TS  publications.  Slick, 
glossy  and  full  of  useful  information  and  articles.  Single  issues,  $8.50  j 
postpaid.  Four  issue  subscriptions  are  $24. 

Mona  Lisa  chrams  in  Sterling  Silver  were  commisioned  by  the 
Renaissance  group  as  a symbol  of  their  transgendered  unity.  These 
intricately  detailed  charms  are  custom  made  and  hand  finished  by  i 
one  of  the  finest  craftsmen  in  the  country,  Henri  David  of 
Philadelphia.  The  charms  are  made  available  exclusively  through 
CDS.  $40  postpaid  and  insured. 

I 

CDS  Paradise  in  the  Pocono  weekends  are  semi-annual  events  held 
in  May  and  September  in  the  beautiful  Pennsylvania  Pocono 
mountains.  We  completely  take  over  a small  resort  and  party  the 
entire  weekend.  Some  of  the  planned  activities  include  a costume 
party,  a Princess  of  the  Pocono  competition.  Amateur  Talent  Show, 
and  a Feminity  Workshop.  Thfb  weekend  is  staffed  with  professionals 
and  personnel  from  within  the  community  so  your  needs  are  well 
understood.  This  event  is  a very  good  place  to  come  out  of  the 
closet  and  is  particularly  nice  for  couples.  Write  or  call  for  the  details 
on  the  next  weekend. 

CDS  has  a bundle  of  projects  in  the  works,  the  most  exciting  of  which 
is  Femininely  Speaking , the  first  publication  that  will  help  you  to 
develop  a more  natural  feminine  voice.  Watch  for  details  on  this 
and  other  items. 
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En  Femme  will  not  publish  an  ad 
that  contains  sexually  explicit 
language  or  photo,  Any  words  or 
phrases  relating  to  sexual  activity 
nay  be  excluded  at  the  discretion 
of  the  editors,  which  reserves  the 
right  to  edit  or  re-write  any  ad 
that  violates  this  policy  or  its 
intent, 

Free  Personal  fld  for  Subscribers! 

The  free  ad  is  limited  to  five 
lines  and  the  printing  of  a 
suitable  photograph,  The  ad  will 
run  until  the  subscription  has 
lapsed  or  until  removed  by  the 
subscriber, 

Answering  Coded, Ms 

Put  each  letter  in  a ‘sealed, 
stamped  envelope  with  the  code 
number  of  the  ad  you  are  answering 
in  the  lower  left-hand  corner , 

Place  these  letters  in  a larger 
envelope,  along  with  $1,00  for  each 
letter  to  be  forwarded  (maximum  fee 
is  $5,00)  and  mail  to  En  Femme, 
P.0,  Box  7854,  West  Trenton,  N.J, 
08628, 

Nicole  Box  NJ103 

SWH,  40,  TV,  member  of 
Renaissance,  participant  in  Pocono 
Weekends,  Interested  in 

corresponding  and  meeting  with 
others,  Interested  in  photography, 
video,  aircraft,  music,  foreign 
films,  (Photo) 


Robyn  Ann  Box  NJ100 

SUN,  30,  member  Renaissance, 
Publisher  of  En  Femme , Interests 
include  music,  film,  computers, 
photography,  shopping,  reading, 
writing,  drawing,  Pass  well  and  go 
out  often,  Will  correspond/meet 
with  others  with  similar  interests, 
Participant  of  Fantasia  Fair, 
(Photo) 


Jul/Aug 


En  Femme 
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Joan  Box  NY10S 

m,  TV/TG,  53,  member  Tri- 
Ess,  Tiffany,  Retired,  lives  par t- 
time,  travels  NYC  area;  shopping, 
socials,  etc,  Family  grown  & 
understanding,  Will  answer 
w/photo,  (Photo) 


Mary  Ellen  Box  DC  1 08 

MWM,  54,  Tri-Ess  member  but 
novice  TV,  Wife  understanding  of 
needs  but  children  still  at  home 
limit  opportunity  to  dress,  Would 
like  to  correspond  and  find  out  how 
others  handle  like  situations, 


Dixie  Box  PA104 

BWM,  45,  TV,  Interested  in 
meeting  others  from  N,E,  Penna, 
Enjoy  photos,  videos,  boating, 


JinnifiF  Box  PA1I0 

Juvenile  TV  (up  to  16  years) 
is  my  interest,  I'm  a middle  aged 
TV,  not  able  to  pass  or  dress  more 
than  lingerie,  Correspondence  only, 
Would  like  to  exchange  experiences/ 
fantasies, 


S.B,  Box  NY109 

Single  male,  straight/bi?, 
looking  for  that  very  attractive, 
very  passable  TV/TS,  to  help  me 
find  myself,  Once  the  question  is 
answered,  who  knows  where  it  could 
lead,  You  lead,  I learn  and  follow, 
Photo/phone  please, 


Angela  Box  PA101 

SWM,  36,  actor,  musician, 
party  girl,  Interested  in  fashion, 
film,  photography,  dining,  shop- 
ping, Member  and  officer  of 
Renaissance,  (Photo) 
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Jenny  0,  Baker  Box  PA102 

Pre-op  T$,  30,  living  as  a 
woman  for  over  8 years  in  Phi  la , 
Member  of  Renaissance,  Interests 
include  science  fiction,  Or,  Who, 
comic  books,  video,  film,  British 
satire, 


Elaine  Box  PA111 

Wfl,  TV,  51  years,  executive, 
desires  meetings  with  TV,  TS,  or 
women  in  suburban  Phi  la,  Interests; 
travel,  photography,  dining  out, 
sports , Wish  to  rent  space  to  keep 
wardrobe  and  dress,  Photo  & phone 
get  prompt  response, 


Candi 


Box  FLU3 


Joan  Box  CAN1 1 4 

Would  like  to  converse  with 
a female  who  understands  cross- 
dressers, Would  appreciate  meeting 
and  even  living  with  same  for 
several  days,  Would  pay  well  for 
same,  Please  write  with  photo, 
(Photo)  (Canadian  Ad) 


BWM,  TV/TS,  35,  Interested 
in  all  things  feminine,  art,  music, 
movies,  photography,  Correspondence 
with  possible  meeting,  Open  to  all, 
Please  include  photo  for  mine. 
(Photo) 


Jul/Aug 
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Steve  Box  NJ115 

SWH,  41,  ex-TV,  loves  TS's, 
TV's,  pro  drag  shows,  eye  lake-up, 
foreign  films,  opera,  Bugs  Bunny, 
dining,  being  bi  with  the  right 
'girl',  seamed  stockings  & high 
heels,  photos  and  writing  to  you, 


Janet  Box  RI116 

Young-looking  m TV  passes 
easily,  50 1 s , college  educated, 
interested  in  meeting  others  for 
cross  dressing,  photo  sessions, 
etc,  Letter  w/photo  gets  mine, 


Michelle  Box  0H117 

S W Ohio  area,  would  like  to 
meet  other  hetero  TV's  to  discuss  & 
have  parties  in  my  home  or  other 
house,  Wife  understands,  Trying  to 
improve  my  feminine  self,  Hobbies 
are  aviation  and  golf,  (Photo) 


Jeff  Box  INI 05 

6WN,  28,  5‘  10" , 175  lbs, 
brown  hair,  blue  eyes,  Considered 
sensitive,  an  easy-going  pacifist, 
Hobbies  include  art,  music, 
dancing,  nature,  poetry,  cars, 
Likes  cats,  Interested  in  corres- 
ponding with  and  possibly  meeting 
with  TV's,  TS's,  CD's  who  wish  to 
find  out  what  acceptance  really  is, 
(Photo) 


Ester  Box  INI  112 

WM,  TV,  40,  non-passable, 
Artist,  educated,  travelled,  In 
Indiana,  Like  to  hear  from  passable 
TS's,  TV's  or  professional 
impersonators  in  New  York  City  or 
Chicago,  Desire  social  contacts, 
friendships,  possible  dates, 
Heterosexual,  but  not  hostile  to 
gays,  Respond  to  all  with  photos, 


'SSUICl 


Free  Classified  Ads  For  Groups 


Groups  nay  list  themselves , their 
addresses,  phone  number  or  mention 
their  upcoming  events  in  the  Class- 
ified Section  free  of  charge,  The 
editors  reserve  the  right  to  edit 
or  rewrite  classified  ads  to 
correct  grammar  or  spelling  or  to 
refuse  sexually  explicit  words  or 
j phrases,  Any  ads  soliciting  money 
I will  be  considered  commercial  ads 
and  are  not  available  as  a free  ad, 


JANUS/DC 

Transsexual  support  group  c/o  Dr, 
H(  Martin  Malin,  4835  Del  Ray  Ave , . 
Bethesda,  MD  2081 4 . 


THE  TRANSSEXUAL  VOICE 

A newsletter  written  by  and  about 
transsexuals,  $2,00  per  copy, 
$12,00  per  year,  P.Q,  Box  16314, 
Atlanta,  GA  30321, 


RENAISSANCE 

A non-profit,  non-sexual 
soc  ial /support /educational  organi- 
zation of  transgendered 
individuals,  Write  to; 
Renaissance,  P,Q,  Box  1263,  King  of 
Prussia,  PA  19406, 


TRANSSEXUAL  SUPPORT 
6R0UP 

Formed  in  1985,  the  support  group 
is  a non-political  group  whose 
purpose  is  to  ease  loneliness  and 
provide  hope  through  open-minded- 
ness to  all  transgendered  persons, 
Meets  1st  and  3rd  Tuesday  of  every 
month  at  Dignity  House,  252  S,  12th 
St,  Phila,,  PA,  Mailing  address; 
TS  Support  Group,  P,0,  Box  15836, 
Phila,,  PA  19103, 


l.F.G.E, 

The  International  Foundation  for 
Gender  Education  - a non-profit 
educational /service  organization 
designed  to  serve  as  a communi- 
cations medium,  outreach  device, 
and  networking  umbrella  for  the 
entire  TV/TS  Community,  Write  to 
I , F , 6 , E , , P.Q,  Box  367,  Wayland,  P1A 
01778,  Publishes  Tspestry, 


Our  Sorority 

Dedicated  to  serving  the  TV/TS 
community  with  a policy  of  fair  and 
equal  opportunities  to  all,  and 
without  discriminatory  policy 
towards  race,  creed,  national 
origin,  sexual  being,  or  sexual 
preference,  All  inquiries  should 
be  sent  to  P.Q.B,  11254,  Lincolnia 
Station,  Alexandria,  VA,  11312, 


L.I.F.E. 


Long  Island  Feaae  Expression, 
t Lambda  Iota  Chapter  Tri*Ess) 
Support  group  for  hetero  TV's, 
Discussion  eeetings  1st  Mondays  of 
the  aonth  7; 30  p,a,  Dress  eeetings 
3rd  Saturday  and  one  Friday 
(varies)  every  aonth,  Planning 
therapist  led  separate  support 
group  for  aives  and  significant 
others,  Write  P,0,  Box  121,  Ozone 
Park,  NY  11416, 


B.fl.D,  Graphics 

For  all  your  art  needs!  Original 
artwork  to  your  specifications,  in 
pen-and-ink,  Hand-painted  tee- 
shirts,  logos  designed,  business 
cards,  letterheads,  Write  to 
B.fl.D,  Graphics,  c/o  En  Ferns.  P 0 
Box  7854,  W, Trenton,  N,J,  08628, 


THE  TRINITY  OF  BEING: 

OF  BEING  MASCULINE, 

OF  BEING  FEMININE, 

OF  BEING  ONE 

WITH  YOURSELF  AND  NATURE 


TAPESTRY 
P.O.  Box  367 
Wayland,  MA  01778 
(€17)  35&-2305 


